Introduction to unit: Three Branches of Government
Rationale: In the Cherokee County School District, a third grade standard is to teach third grade students about the three branches of government. 

Standards: Government/Civic Understandings

SS3CG1: The student will…

*explain the importance of the basic principles that provide the foundation of a republican form of government. 

*explain why in the United States there is a separation of power between branches of government and levels of government. 

*name the three levels of government (national, state, local) and the three branches in each (executive, legislative, judicial), including the names of the legislative branch (Congress, General Assembly, city commission or city council). 

*state an example of the responsibilities of each level and branch of government. 

Essential Questions: 

1. How do the decisions of the branches of government affect my life? 

2. Can the decisions of the branches of government affect people differently? If so, explain.

3. How can I have an impact on the decisions made by the three branches of government? 

4. Why the power of the government divided among the three branches? 

Goals: 
At the completion of this unit, the students will…

*gain an understanding about how our government came into being. 

*understand that a republican form of government is based on the principle of separation of powers. 

*be able to identify the three branches of government, compare and contrast the three branches of government and realize each branch has important jobs to do. 

*understand the decisions made by the three branches of government affect each one of us. 
